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EACH OF US MUST CHOOSE 


Moses B. Janbazian 


Since the tragic earthquake in Armenia 
last December, few Armenians have been 
in a mood to celebrate holidays. Few 
Armenians, on the other hand, will fail 
to commemorate Vartanantz Day, one of 
the most important national holidays in 
the Armenian calendar. This year, as 
Armenians everywhere are saddened by 
the devastation and human tragedy 
caused by the earthquake, the observ- 
ance of Vartanantz seems particularly ap- 
propriate. We face a crisis; we can act, at 
the cost of personal sacrifices, or we can 
turn our backs and hope for the best. 

When, in 451, the Persians decided to 
forcibly convert Armenians from Chris- 
tianity to Zoroastrianism, Vartan Mamigo- 
nian and his companions were faced with 
a hard decision: They could give in to the 
threats of the Persians and stand by, in 
safety, and witness the destruction of their 
Christian heritage. Or, at great risk, they 

could fight to preserve their church, 
Christian faith and nation. 

Today we tend to look upon Vartan 
and his comrades as_ larger-than-life 
heroes, heedless of danger and un- 
shakable in their faith and patriotism. 
Such tributes to these martyrs are well- 
deserved, for they, indeed, possessed all 
these qualities. However, we should 
remember that Vartanantz was not a 
mythical event, but a historical battle thar 


took place in 451 A.D. on the plains of 
Avarair. Vartan and his comrades were 
not legendary figures, but real flesh-and- 
blood people. Consequently, their deci- 
sion to resist the Persians was not made 
lightly. These were people like us. Like 
us, they had their doubts, fears and 
weaknesses. They were preoccupied with 
their human needs, their safety, their 
wellbeing and their lives. They could sub- 
mit and survive as human beings, losing 
only their Christian faith and national 
identity or, by resisting, risk losing their 
lives and possessions, but defend their 
faith and nation. 

History has it recorded that Vartan and 
his companions rose above their human 
limitations and weaknesses and made the 
ultimate sacrifice for a noble purpose— 
the preservation of their Christian faith 
and Armenian identity. The fact that or- 
dinary people, like ourselves, who had 
nothing tangible to gain and everything 
to lose, were motivated by their faith and 
patriotism to resist a vastly superior force 
is all the more remarkable and all the 
more worthy of the honor we accord 
them on Vartanantz Day. 

However, the significance of Var- 
tanantz for us today is that in times of 
crisis, it is, indeed, possible for ordinary 
people to rise to the heights of altruism 
and heroism. This was true in 451 A.D. 
and it is true today! It calls for faith in 
Christ and genuine concern for our na- 
tion and fellow men. Thus armed, we can 
emulate the example of the heroes of 
Vartanantz and bear witness, in our lives 
and works, that it is both praiseworthy 
and possible to remain loyal to our Chris- 
tian heritage and Armenian identity 
under the most difficult and dangerous 
of situations. It is, indeed, praiseworthy 
and possible to “surrender all? even our 
lives, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our na- 
tion and our fellow men. 

Today, in the wake of the devastating 
earthquake in Armenia, we face yet 
another national crisis. It is estimated thai 
thirty percent (30%) of Armenia is 
destroyed and multitudes of our com- 
patriots face deprivation and despair. 
Once again, we must make a decision. 


by Moses B. Janbazian 


We can stand aside, perhaps make @ 
token contribution, and hope that in tim? 
conditions will somehow improve. Or, it 
spired by the faith and example of the 
martyrs of Vartanantz, we can giv? 
generously of our time, talents, resource? 
and, if need be, even our all to help bul 
the lives and strengthen the faith a? 
hope of our suffering brothers and siste® 
in Armenia. ; 
Each of us must choose. 
“Therefore, since we are surro 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, 


unded 
let 48 


also lay aside every weight, and sin W IC 
clings so closely, and let us run wi 

perseverance the race that is set befor 
us” Hebrews 12:1. 


ONCE TO EVERY MAN AND 
NATION 

Once to every man and nation 
Comes the moment to decide, 

In the strife of truth with falsehood 
For the good or evil side; 

Some great cause, God’s new messiah, 
Offering each the bloom or blight. 

And the choice goes by forever 

‘Twixt that darkness and that light. 


By the light of burning martyrs, 
Jesus’ bleeding feet I track, 
Toiling up new Calvaries ever 
With the cross that turns not back; 
New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth; 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth. 


Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet ’tis truth alone is strong, 
Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne. 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow 
Keeping watch above His own. 


James Russell Lowell 


pataes Note: Dr. Mihran Agbabian of 
i s Angeles, CA, a former AMAA Board 
are was part of a team of engineers, 
ne a ogists and geologists that went to 
ne e of the earthquake disaster in 
q ae twelve days after the earth- 
Nea ie team was organized by the 
ae a Academy of Sciences with the 
amc of the National Science 
i es ion, the U.S. Geological Survey, 
pet : Earthquake Engineering Re- 
ieee pee Dr. Agbabian’s observa- 
is article are his personal views 


Areas around Leninakan has been 
long Aa be 2 seismic region for a very 
Rok m Seismologists in the Soviet 
record Gucsone back into the historical 
anaes pne made note of the earth- 
meee 2 have taken place there. The 
Bohl: earthquakes is very large. The 
arerses record shows that there have 
varie ae than 180 earthquakes of 
habitant egrees of severity that the in- 
tenth ¢ s of that region have felt from the 
Of Sie to the present time. 
magnit el earthquakes 15 had 
te fn es (Richter) above Magnitude 4, 
Ad NS all less than Magnitude 6. 
fa ae these earthquakes caused ma- 
earth ruction. The October 22, 1926, 
Guiees of recent memory destroyed 
ares omes. These earthquakes were, 
that o er, smaller than the 6.9 Magnitude 
©ccurred on December 7, 1988. 
ject oe eeasts use historical data to pro- 
Stee the future their predictions of ex- 
baled earthquakes. Geologists also have 
region at the geologic structure of the 
and h and the faults and their patterns, 
earth ave estimated the largest possible 
és Bene that these faults are capable 
quak ucing. The largest possible earth- 
ie could be larger than anything ex- 
is pee in the historical past, because 
eee period for very large earth- 
es may be as long as 10,000 years, 
actin the historical record goes back 
Or two thousand years. 
Richte me describe what we mean by 
t Magnitudes before we proceed. 
© Richter Magnitude is measured by 


the seismic wave amplitudes that are 
detected by a seismograph. These 
amplitudes are then related to the seismic 
energy that is released at the focus of the 
earthquake. The Richter magnitude is 
therefore a measure of the energy releas- 
ed during an earthquake. The logarithmic 
scale is used, and Magnitude 7 describes 
an earthquake ten times more powertul 
than a Magnitude 6 earthquake. At a 
given location from the epicenter of the 
earthquake much larger seismic wave 
amplitudes would be expected from a 7 
Magnitude earthquake than a 
Magnitude earthquake. 
We also define another scale, the In- 
tensity scale. This is a measure of the 
severity of ground shaking at a given 
location. There is one Magnitude describ- 
ing an earthquake, that which describes 
the source of energy, but there are many 
Intensities for a given earthquake, depen- 
ding on how far the building location is 


from the source of the earthquake. For 


example, the intensity of ground ye 


in Spitak, nearer the epicenter, 
higher than the intensity of ground shak- 
i Leninakan. 
ae seimologists said that since the 
historical record showed that there were 
no earthquakes on record that oe 
larger than Magnitude 6 in the Lenina ie 
region, it would be reasonable to assu 

that future earthquakes would be equa 


i fact, there 
than Magnitude 6. In fact, 
bates n record that an er 
i i s than 
quake of Richter Magnitude less t Fi 


should be exP 
region prior to 1992. 
How about the largest 


quake that the faults in t 
region would be capable 


Certainly, 4 i i 
or two thousan years 
entire story. Two Soviet seismologists 

te of Earth Physics 17 


from the Institu 
Moscow published a paper In Heie 
dicating that a Magnitude 7 eartha 


was possible i 
or ae ment ha ; 
scientific assess «4 of the design 


basis for the 
codes. 
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A TRAGIC LESSON FOR ARMENIA 


by Mihran S. Agbabian 


33 Stee 

Mihran S. Agbabian 

The scientists and engineers in 
Moscow who set the standards and codes 
for the design of buildings throughout the 
Soviet Union have divided the seismic 
regions of the country into zones of 
various Intensities. In other words, they 
have determined where the potential 
sources of earthquakes are, and by 
relating various locations to these sources 


they have drawn maps of Intensity con- 
Such maps show that the 


tours. 
Leninakan region may experience 
ground shaking of Intensities 7 and 8. 


These are ona Soviet scale of Intensities 
that defines the severity of shaking in 
| damage of buildings and 


ierms of potentia 
other man-made structures. The forces of 


ground shaking of Intensity 8 are twice 
the forces of Intensity 7. Thus Intensity 
9, being twice Intensity 8, is, therefore, 
four times Intensity 7. and Intensity 10, 
being twice Intensity 9, is, therefore, 8 
times Intensity 7 or four times Intensity 8. 

Spitak and Leninakan experienced In- 
tensities 10 and 9 due to the Magnitude 
6.9 earthquake, but they were designed 
for Intensities 8 and 7. In view of the fact 
that ground shaking forces were twice or 
fourfold the forces for which the struc- 
tures were designed, the engineers in 
Armenia find fault in the design criteria 
that underestimated the severity of the 


ground shaking forces in the Leninakan 
region. But this is only one of several fac- 
tors for the major destruction of buildings 
during the earthquake of December 7, 
known in the Soviet Union as the Spitak 
Earthquake. 

We noted in the design details of the’ 
standard precast reinforced concrete: 
buildings, most of which collapsed, that! 
adequate provisions were not included: 
for the building frame connections to ab- 
sorb the additional energy from the larger 
earthquake, and the buildings literally fell 
apart, the heavy floor slabs falling on top 
of the inhabitants below. , 

Let me briefly state three other factors 
before we consider the quality of 
construction. 

Each earthquakes has its peculiar 
ground motion characteristics. The 
ground shakes with predominant fre- 
quencies for durations that range from a 
few seconds to 20 or 30 seconds. In the 
Spitak earthquake, there were two suc- 
cessive earthquakes about 3 minutes 
apart, each of fairly long duration. The 
predominant natural frequency of the 
ground shaking was about 1.5 cycles per 
second. It is now estimated that the nine 
story buildings that were almost totally 
destroyed had their own natural frequen- 
cies at about 1.5 cycles per second, and 
resonance occurred between the ground 
shaking and the building response. The 
first shock weakened the buildings, if it 
did not collapse them, and the second 
shock about 3 minutes later brought the 
buildings down. 

Another factor is the foundation of the 
buildings. It appeared that some buildings 
were placed on tuffa rock underlain with 
layers of soil between the tuffa and the 
bedrock. Although further investigations 
are needed to determine the significance 
of this, the design criteria allow a reduc- 
tion of design forces if the structure is on 

rock, and yet the underlying soil below 
the tuffa may have undermined the foun- 
dation during the ground shaking. 

Another point brought out by 
engineers in Armenia suggest that the 
vertical component of ground shaking 
was much higher than expected. Our 
geologists tell us that becuase of the 
nature of the thrust fault, such high ver- 
tical ground motions should have been 
expected. Yet the criteria prepared in 


Moscow made no provisions for the ver- 
tical component, because of the correct 
assumption that in almost every earth- 
quake the effect of horizontal ground 
shaking is the dominant one. 

Now for the quality of construction. 
Why is the quality of construction so poor 
in Armenia? 

Let me cite two reasons for this poor 
quality. One is material shortage. The 
distribution system in the Soviet Union is 
inefficient. If the materials of construction 
do not arrive on the construction site on 
time or if they arrive in inferior quality, 
the builders go ahead with their construc- 
tion schedule in order to meet their 
quota. They have to build a prescribed 
number of buildings per year in order to 
accomodate the waiting list of families in 
need of housing. If there is a material 
shortage, it does not bother them. They 
use less steel or less cement and carry on 
with the construction. On top of this, if 
there is a lack of integrity on the part of 
the builders so that they divert some of 
the cement and steel into the black 
market, then the strength of the material 
becomes far less than specified and the 
structure deteriorates over time at a very 
fast rate. We saw in the collapsed 
buildings unacceptable situations which 
go beyond poor quality of, materials. 
Construction details, suchas large voids 
where there st Strep 00d quality 


© 1{ 
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The surviving members of a family mourn their loss (Leninakan) 


a 


material, indicate that builders may not 
have had any pride of workmanship: 

There is no adequate supervision Of in” 
spection. When I was in Armenia twelv? 
days after the earthquake, I talked to one 
of the chief designers. I said, “How can 
you tolerate the construction of building® 
of this kind? Why don't you provide more 
supervision and better inspection?” g 
said, “How can we supervise the con® 
cience of the people? There is no way we 
can suprvise the conscience of the 
builders” There is an implication here that 
we understand well. This means that it 
did not bother the builders if they did not 
produce a building of high quality. They 
went ahead and built them. 

I hope that Soviet builders have learned 
a lesson, but it is a very harsh lesson fot 
Armenia and for all of us Armenians: 

Let me summarize. When buildings that 
are not properly designed for larger earth 
quakes than those assumed in desig? 
codes and criteria are also built with verY 
poor quality, the total effect is destructio" 
of the magnitude that Armenia ex 
perienced in Spitak, Leninaka”: 
Kirovakan, Stepanavan, and the village? 
of the region. 

What can be done during thé 
reconstruction process to avoid such 
disasters in the future? We undersian 
that a decision has been made that a 
new buildings will be four stories or less- 


| 


We confidently design earthquake resis- 
is buildings in the United States that are 
a ler than four stories, but this is a wise 
decision for Armenia. There is also a 
imo factor for the residents who 
Se after the reconstruction; they 
build Not want to move into the tall 
ings where the majority of casualties 

Occurred. 
it ae understand that the buildings 
wit eo for Intensity 9; and 
es ica 10 is specified, there will 
will be ildings built. Instead, these areas 
ates ay for parks and recreation 
the eh x requires that certain parts of 
ont e relocated several kilometers 
unde BUCS of destruction, and we 

i stand this is being done. 

6 we iow about the conscience 
they oe Ant They should realize that 
uilding for posterity. Their 


descendants will live in these buildings 
when nature strikes Armenia again. 
Let us shift our attention from the 
Leninakan region to the Yerevan region. 
The Yerevan region is considered to be 
a seismically active region. Predictions 
have been made that an earthquake in 
that region is to be expected before the 
year 2001. Yerevan has many more 
buildings than Leninakan, and the types 
of buildings that performed so poorly dur- 
ing the earthquake of December 7 are 
found by the hundreds in Yerevan. Our 
American team of engineers paid a visit 
to the Mayor of Yerevan, Mr. Avakian, 
and,we told him, “You have to consider 
the possibility of a major earthquake in 
Yerevan. History tells us and the geology 
of the area indicates that earthquakes will 
happen in this region. We know it is ve 
expensive, and some people may thin 


it is not practical, but serious considera- " 
tion should be given to the strengthen- 
ing of the buildings in Yerevan to make 
them more earthquake resistant. Instead 
of spending funds to build more buildings 
of poor quality, funds should be applied 
to strengthen existing buildings. The 
Chinese are doing i, we do it in Los 
Angeles, and even in Gazli in the Seviet 
Union, after the 1976 earthquake, the 
buildings that were strengthened surviv- 
ed the earthquake of 1984 in the same 
region. 

The diaspora Armenians should take 
an active role in persuading the leaders 
of Armenia to take the necessary steps 
to protect the population of Yerevan and 
the cultural center of all Armenians from 
a future destructive earthquake. We do 
not want to lose Yerevan the way we lost 


Leninakan. 


THE AMAAS RESPONSE TO THE 


AGONY IN ARMENIA 


eyo months have passed since the 
ing earthquake of December 7, 
as Armenia. These two months 
Suffori, nessed massive dislocation and 
and ey among the survivors in Armenia 
sponse ve seen an unprecedented Me 
sionar on the part of the Armenian Mis- 
( AMAA) Association of America, ine, 
relief ore together with other Armenian 
vide ¢ ganizations and churches, to pro- 
con Peedy assitance to their stricken 
Tea: 
the Bae activities to date include 
Owing measures: 


eee Armenian relief fund was im- 
ended 4 established and an open- 
CUutre und-raising campaign begun for 
ae nt and long-term assistance to the 
quake survivors. 
and. ne Armenian Evangelical churches 
asked MAA-supporting agencies were 
Mitteg to appoint Armenia Relief Com- 
chan S, organize relief collections and 
Nel relief funds through the AMAA. 


>A broad range of colleague. 


ie) , 

Gee: and service agencies Wale 
e ie and requested to participate in 
ude re effort. These organizations in- 

edical Assistance Program Inter- 


h World Service; World 
Relief; Siloam International; East-West 
Fellowship; United Church Board er 
World Ministries; Russia for Christ, Inc; 
the New Jersey Council of Chute ee 
The Presbyterian Church (USA); a 

others. Responses were very poss ; 

organizations expressed a ye 
help in the relief effort and some ats 
to channel their relief aid throug 


ee AMAA Headquarters in 
' d its communica 
Paramus, Nd, Sie be emcee 


tion channels by * z 
i incluain 
telephone Lis FAX machines to 


national; Chure 


spe 
5. Appeal 
prepared and dissemina 


newspapers as well as television 


stations. 


6. In order to kee ii 
tivities and needs in Soviet Armenia, 


AMAA has been in touch with the 
American National Red Cross, 
of Foreign Disaster posite Ae 
Agency for International Develop ; 


jan colleague 
oviet Embassy; rmenia 
pe ions and informed people in 


p abreast 


organizat 
Armenia. 


7. The AMAA office staff, augmented 
by many volunteers, recorded the names 
and qualifications of volunteers, such as 
doctors and nurses, who are willing to go 
to Armenia to help personally with the 
relief effort. This information, along with 
the names of individuals and companies 
offering in-kind contributions, was 
transmitted to the US. State Department's 
“Volunteers in Technical: Assistance” 
(VITA) agency as well as to other ap- 
propriate Armenian of American 
organizations involved in the relief effort. 
g. “Armenia Relief’ Bible-banks were 
made available to Armenian Evangelical 
churches to allow their Sunday school 
students to participate personally in the 
relief effort. These Bible-banks were also 
made available to Armenian and 
American schools who expressed a will- 
ingness to participate in this program. 
9. Letters appealing for monetary sup- 
port were sent to a selected group of 
50,000 non-Armenian Americans, most 
of them in states without significant 
Armenian communities. Another mailing 
was sent to 2,000 non-Armenian 
Americans who had lived and worked in 
the Middle East and were familiar with 


Armenians. 


hours a day, including Saturday and Sun- _ scale help will be needed for many years. B. Medical care, food and shelter are 
priority concerns. 


day. The AMAA is deeply appreciative nd the AMAA is committed to that task 
of the concern and Scatenmeait of- es represents a monumental respon- C. The AMAA will continue to 
fice staff and many volunteers. sibility on the Armenians in the diaspora monitor closely the situation in tees 
So far, the AMAA has collected over who have the means to address the and coordinate its relief efforts wit aes 
$1,300,000 in donations, including a critical needs of their Motherland, so of other Armenian CS Raa 
$100,000 contribution aa Samuel and devastatingly shocked by this cataclysmic duplication is avoided ae help is directe 
Robert Hekemian, brothers from disaster. wheres oy ee ee 
Hackensack, NJ, who have also placed The following princi D. The A wt y 


their office’ : : +. actions in the days _ its priorities in order to focus its work on 
: the nee communication facilities at to guide the AMAAs actions In y Eien ean ami Aen emcte: 
ment officials as well as informed in AAs disposal. 


Whi to come: 
dividuals in Armenia. The United States ae ile large government relief opera- A. In accordanc 
Department of Defense is providing, ten S responded with an unprecedented 


10. The Chief Executive Officers of 
the 1,000 largest publicly held corpora- 
tions in the U.S. were contacted and 
asked for corporate and/or employee 
support for the earthquake survivors. 

11. Letters and telecommunicated 
messages were sent to most of the major 
television holding companies in the U.S. 
asking them to televise appeals for dona- 
tions on behalf of the earthquake 
survivors. 

12. The AMAA made arrangements 
with the Patrick Media Group and 


tensive reports and photographs on the 
earthquake and its aftermath. Rev. 
Manuel Jinbashian of Strasbourg, France, 
was in Etchmiadzin when the earthquake 
struck and was able to provide us with a 
lot of first-hand information. A few days 
later, Rev. Rene Leonian of Paris, France, 
visited Armenia on behalf of the AMAA 
and the Armenian Evangelical churches 
of France; he, too, provided us with in- 
formation on the destruction and misery 
caused by the earthquake. 

14. The AMAA participates in 


Relief Society (ARS). The three organiza- 
tions have agreed to share storage space 
in the United States, to coordinate use of 
warehouse space and distribution systems 
in Armenia and to share all information 
regarding relief. The location of the 
storage area in Armenia is in Saint Sarkis 
Church (21 Israelian Street in Yerevan)- 
The relief items sent are based on lists 
provided by church leaders and govern 


ples will continue 


ly its resources effectively 
E. The AMAA will do everything it can 
to make sure that Armenian orphans are 


e with AMAAs policy, 


all donations for the relief of earthquake 


Collins-L i ‘ ‘ : } Outpouri A ere din x 
nee fe cea Sign Corporation to meetings held at the Armenian Diocese porarily, free air cargo transport ANS of immediate relief, the survivors in Armenia will be ea Pen attos by Armenian Paitin iia 
's appeal message plac- and Prelacy in New York for the purpose Yerevan. t A realizes that rebuilding the shat- their entirety for that Rae her ex. Armenia an d are not distributed among 

erhead or 0 ? 


ered |j E c 
lives of over half a million destitute | deductions for OV non-Armenian families. 


Suryj : : 
Vors is a long-range project. Large- penses- 
have many volunteers who are willing t© 


ive of their time, talents and expe ise 10 N 
Se che aceoison wih te fund HEKEMIAN BROTHERS MAKE mason DO 
FOR ARMENIAN EARTHQUAK 


endeavors. As a result, AMAA Head 

quarters has been active, sometimes 5 
his vit uel Hekemian of Oradell, NJ, and 
| other, Robert Hekemian of Tenaf- 


v,N 
the Ne donated the sum of $100,000 to 


MESSAGES OF SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT A cee Missionary Association of 
TO ARMENIANS WORLDWIDE teher oo (AMAA) to be allocated for the 


fee survivors of the recent 
pledge that through our Social Justice and Peacemak- Armenia, ee ual Soviet 
ing Ministry Unit we will make available resources from N real estate a ae Ere ae active 
your Presbyterian sisters and brothers in Christ to aid ent, as well a opment ae 
in the immediate relief of those who have lost so much Minent and eee oF ie 
and to assist in the rehabilitation of devastated com- USiness ee eis ee : i as 
munities. We as a church are present in the delegation an expanded i Yu PaVvins aes, 
from the World Council of Churches which is already their late fath cage Pony, foun 4 oi 
in Soviet Armenia expressing Our sympathy and learn- c Gna ee mas Hekemian, Sr. 
ing how we can be most helpful. We offer you our ongo- ian brothers are generous 
ing support through a coordinated response to this great 


All of these efforts take time and 1 


ed on numerous billboards in major 
quire work. The AMAA is fortunate '® 


of coordinating the efforts of the various 
market areas across the country. Press 


Armenian churches and relief organiza- 


releases with appeal messages have also __ tions. 
been sent to newspapers in several 
metropolitan areas of the United States. 

13. The AMAA has received and has 
shared with its supporting churches ex- 


The AMAA is in regular and close con- 
tact with two other major service organi- 
zations—the Armenian General Benevo- 
lent Union (AGBU) and the Armenian 


FROM THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


We have been deeply shocked and saddened by the 
devastation visited upon Soviet Armenia. As a church 
that has been enriched by the witness of our own Arme- 
nian Evangelical congregations as well as by the warm 
ecumenical relationships we have shared with the Arme- 
nian Orthodox Church, we extend our heartfelt con- 
dolences to the Armenian community. At the same time, 


u 
we pledge to do all that we can to alleviate the suffer- t PPorters of their church and communi- 


ing caused by the earthquake. The Armenian people 
and the Armenian church have in the past given elo- 
quent testimony to the reality of the resurrection, even 
after cataclysmic events that have decimated the Arme- 
nian community. We pray that once again Armenians 
will experience the resilient power of the resurrection 
as they seek to rebuild their homes, their churches and 
their hopes for the future. 

Avery D. Post 

President 


FROM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
To our Armenian sisters and brothers worldwide, the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) extends its deep love and 
support and joins with you in grieving for those who 
have lost their lives, families and homes in the earth- 
quake. To those in the devastated communities. we 


disaster. Together with our Christian communions in the 
United States, we have already begun sending aid 
through Church World Service of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the USA so that medical sup- 
plies, warm clothing and blankets might be made 
available immediately to the victims. 

Throughout our congregations, in our homes and in 
our hearts, we pray for you in this time of sorrow, that 
you might be comforted and sustained by the love of 
our Lord and strengthened for the task of rebuilding. 


In all things, we promise our continued care and sup- 


port as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Signed for the Presbyterian Church (USA): Kenneth 
Hall, Moderator; James Andrews, Stated Clerk; Josiah 
Beeman, Chair, General Assembly Council; and 
Thomas L. Jones, Chair, Social Justice and Peacemak- 


ing Ministry Unit. 


sel years ago, they donated to the 
Mian ee Medical Center the Heke- 
art onference Center, a state-of-the- 
oem featuring a 232-seat 
e ee two conference rooms and 
Samuel ty. audio-visual equipment. 
Ent of Hekemian is currently the Presi- 
spital the Hackensack Health and 
e ~*~ Foundation, Inc., and Robert 
edical ¢ serves as a member of the 

oth Center's Board of Governors. 
ate lon Samuel and Robert Hekemian 
the ara ume, committed supporters of 
f the me Samuel served as President 
and ps MAA from 1978 through 1980, 
for eee been on the Board of Directors 
Rene three-year terms. He has also 
eh the Association as chairman and 
er of various important commit- 


Samuel Hekemian 


ition of Treasurer 
tees, Robert held ths Oe fo 1970 and has 


served on the Board an i Sal ah 
of various committees. 
Robert are current members 
of Directors of the Association. ald 
Robert Hekemian, 0? he 
following the earthqual® spo 
tly to the congreg@ io 
ae aieauvtorian Church of Par 
NJ, urging them to sup 
fort. He compare he V at 
casualties of 54,000 
5 with the earthqua 


year: | 
“In less than 4 minute 


said, 


Robert Hekemian 

menian men, women and 
rushed to death, and the 
| in all probability will be 
gher.’ He concluded his appeal 


as follows: “The after-effect of this human 


suspecting Ar 
children were © 
final death tol 


much hi 


i he need 
dy will last for years and t 
piss | assistance will continue. That 


for financia 
is why we ate addressing you today. | 
urge each of you to give generously so 


that the pain, suffering and scars of our 
ll be an easier burden to bear. 
le desperately need our help. 
ans, Americans, Armenians 
s fellow human 


people wi 
Qur peoP 
We, as Christi 
and, most importantly, as 1¢ 
beings. must not fail them.” 


OUR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETIES 
IN SYRIA AND LEBANON 


Nerses and Sevan Balabanian have 
been missionary youth workers in 
Lebanon for the past two years. Both are 
originally from Aleppo, Syria, and both 
have studied in the United States. Nerses 
isa graduate of Kansas Wesleyan Univer- 
sity with a degree in Christian music. 
Sevan, his wife, is a teacher and an ac- 
complished pianist. Their ministry, which 
works closely with Christian Endeavor 
Societies in Lebanon, is fully funded by 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA). 

The following excerpts from Nerses let- 
ters to the AMAA describe some of their 
activities: 


“We are living in a transitional period 
with an uncertain future. Now and then 
car bombs explode. These happen sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, causing terrible 
moments. Recently, in one such explo- 
sion, a youth was injured in his shop. He 
is a regular member of our youth Bible 
study group and is likely to accept Jesus 
Christ soon. Please pray for him. 

“One of the challenges in my work.is 
the training of three young men to 
become committed disciples of Christ. 
One of them has decided to enter the 
Seminary to become a full-time Christian 
worker. We are delighted that this year 
there will be six young men and women 
from Syria and Lebanon who will devote 
their lives to the ministry. 

“A few months ago we were very 
uncertain about one of the highlights of 
my ministry—Youth Camps. Thanks to 
God, everything worked out wonderful- 
ly well. God saw to it that we had the 
necessary location, staff and security. In 
the children’s camp, we had a physical 
and spiritual nourishment program for 55 
needy students. At the same time I led 

a Junior High conference on the theme, 
‘Choices’, Later, I took part in the Youth 
Camp's discussion on the theme, ‘Make 
a Difference’. 

“My plans and concerns for this year 
include a leadership training program, a 
choir concert, a new Bible Study series 
for each of our five youth groups and a 
new ministry for young married couples’ 


Sas ot Mie. ge Nipe S" a ik 


Christian Endeavor Juniors’ Conference —August, 1988 (Ainjar, Lebanon) 


C= sf 
Daily Vacation Bible School children (Aleppo, Syria) 


Christian Endeavor Youth Conference —August, 1988 _(Kessab, Syria) 


| 
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AMAA GRANTS $146,000 IN 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 


of ae Brcpen Missionary Association 

$146 ae (AMAA) provided a total of 

nade ee in grants and loans to Arme- 
the ‘lesen and university students for 
rete -89 academic year. This sum 

a ae the income from AMAA Trust 

nated ndowment Funds that are desig- 

ANG specifically for this purpose. 
oa tek ogee allocations are 
eS ain ed by the Scholarship Commit- 

— e Association, whose chairman 

Rechh i years was the late Dr. John G. 
ona of Tenafly, NJ. In fact Dr. 

establishing | was instrumental in 

the ANA the Scholarship Program of 
cousin . On August 2, 1988, to the 

Rather everyone who knew him, Dr. 

ace ian passed away. Acting as chair- 

zee a year was Rev. Moses B. Janba- 
oa a Director of the AMAA. 
met in member Scholarship Committee 
uting sroups of four to seven members 
meres. series of meetings. Almost all 
meetin 9 attended more than one 
anh N arriving at their decisions, 
an Laie members took into account 
referer cant'’s financial need, character 
nets ces, leadership potential and 

ix ie record. 

6 AAS to the report of the Manager 
Si A Scholarship Programs, Mrs. 
ad fill og this year 182 applicants 
ay fe: out their forms correctly and 

there Pplied the required documents, 

the oA qualifying for consideration by 
Cholarship Committee. Of these, 

Meee cn: including nine studying 

ing fy, QV, received grants and loans rang- 

©m $250 to $4,000. 

yes major sources of funds for the 

Heke Scholarship Program are the 

Siencen Family Trust and the 
wid + Philibosian Endowment 

One oa he Hekemian Family Trust is 

e significant endowments of the 

millions with assets valued at about $1 
Ste ae eae over the years by 
the late eee Robert Hekemian, sons of 

f the = amuel Hekemian, the founder 
Ca es The Stephen Philibosian En- 

million nt Fund, the total of which is $2.5 

» Was contributed by the late 


AM 
AA benefactor, Stephen Philibosian, © 


whose. legendary generosity and insoir- 
ing leadership have played a vital role in 
the growth of the financial resources and 
the missionary outreach of the AMAA. 
Other endowment funds whose 
designated incomes support the AMAAs 
Scholarship Program include: the Vahan 
Azadian Fund; the Aynilian Family Fund; 
the Richard Zaven Memorial Fund; the 
Antranig A. Bedikian Theological Schol- 
arship Fund; the Augustine and Vergine 
Badeer Fund; the Giragos and Yeprouhie 
Chopourian Fund; the Helen T. 
Churukian Fund; the Arthur Dadian 
Fund; the Haig Darpinian and Berjouhi 
Timourian Fund; the Hagop M. and 
Esther Dohanian Family Fund; the Ar- 
mine Ejdaharian /Bilezikjian Memorial 
Fund; the Meguerditch and Elise 
Ejdaharian Memorial Fund; the Sisak, 
Krikor and Grace Emurian Fund; the 
Leon and Matilda Giridlian Fund; the Pu- 
zant and Angele Gulesserian Fund; the 
Anne (Googooian) Halford Fund; the 
Angele Bedrossian Hancock Fund; the 
Michael B. Hovenanian Memorial Fund; 
the Paul and Arousiag Iskiyan Fund; the 
Martha Doodoo Jedidian Memorial 
Fund; the Patel and Eliz Jerjisian Fund; 
the Karekin Kaboolian Fund; the John G. 
Kazanjian Fund; the Avedis and Parant- 
zem Kezlarian Fund; The DY. Koundak- 
& S. Berejiklian Fund; the Yer- 
Levonian Fund; the 
Loutfi Levonian Fund; the Samuel and 
Victoria Magzanian Memorial Fund; the 
Rahel and Osan 
Fund; the Edwar 
d; the James 
aH Muradian Fund; the Raymone an 
Marie Nahigian und; ; 
ian Fund; t 
cae Nazarian Fund; the Altoon anc 


Sara Saprichian Is : 
Flora Sarkissian Fund; the Krikor and An- 


na Sermabeikian Fund; the Berjouhi 


i d; 
Sherene Memorial Fun aiguth the 


and Edward Tashian ae 
Ezras and Nellie Tellalian FU 
Telfeyan Evangelical Fund; the ne ‘¢ 
Louise Tezel Fund; an The Edwa 
Tovmassian Memorial Fun 
We are thankful to G 


od for the 
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remarkable development of the AMAA 
Scholarship Program which is one of the 
major sources of scholarship aid to needy 
students in the Armenian Diaspora. We 
are especially grateful to the benefactors 
and members of the AMAA who have 
established and continue to contribute 
generous funds toward our Scholarship 

Program, through whicn the education ot 

many needy Armenian students and the 

training of our future pastors and leaders 

are made possible. 

Application forms for the 1989-90 
academic year are available from the 
AMAA Headquarters. Requests for the 
forms should be made in writing by the 
applicants, who have to return their com- 
pleted forms and required materials no 
later than May 15, 1989. 


Dear AMAA Scholarship 
Committee: 


How very grateful | am for your 


generous scholarship towards my 
1988-89 school year at Dallas 
Theological Seminary (DTS). Your 
grant has made possible another 
year of theological training in ex- 
pectation of a lifetime of vocational 
Christian service. The pressure of 
academic work is great enough 
without the added pressure of 
meeting the continued rising costs 
of tuition. Thank you for relieving 
me of some of that pressure sO that 
I can give myself to the study of the 


Word and my final preparations for 


graduation in May of 1989. 

J am very grateful to the AMAA 
for providing me with grants for the 
last four years of my study at DTS. 
You have been used as an instru- 
ment of God to allow me to con- 
tinue my education here. May God 
continue to use your organization 
to train many young men and 


women for the ministry. 
Daniel P. Sarian 


Dallas, Texas 


HALFORD-GOOGOOIAN 
MEMORIAL FOUNTAINS 

The first thing visitors to the Pilgrim 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Fresno, CA, notice is a pair of beautiful 
fountains at the main entrance to the 
church. The fountains are the gift of 
Louise Googooian and Martha Googoo- 
ian Ensher given in loving memory of 
their parents, Garabed and Margaret 
Googooian, their brothers and sister-in- 
law, Tommy Googooian, Guogos and 
Rose Googooian, and their sister, Anne 
Googooian Halford, all of whom were 
dedicated Christians and loyal, hard- 
working, devoted members of their 
church family. In addition to the fountains, 
Louise and Martha have established a 
$10,000 “The Anne Halford-Googooian 
Family Memorial Fountains Maintenance 
Fund? the income from which will pro 
vide for the maintenance of the fountains. 

The caring spirit and generosity of the 
Googooian sisters has never been limited 
to only their local church and communi- 
ty. Along with their late sister, Anne, they 
have reached out with their Christian love 
to many people with spiritual and 
material needs. Their long-standing and 
generous support of mission ministries 


and their significant endowment funds’ 


established with the AMAA are reflec- 
tions of their love for the Lord’s work, 
which has always been a priority concern 
for the Googooians. 


AMAA JAMES G. JAMESON 
ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS 

The James G. Jameson Essay contest, 
established by Mr. James G. Jameson of 
Brookline, MA, is an annual event super- 
vised by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA). The 
contest is open to all high school and col- 
lege students of Armenian or part- 
Armenian descent. Students are invited 
to submit unpublished essays, in English 
and 1,000 to 2,000 words in length, or 
any aspect of our Armenian heritage— 
religion, literature, history, etc. Two cash 
awards are given for the best essays by 
a high school student and a college stu 
dent, respectively. Entries submitted to 
the AMAA by May 31 are eligible for that 
year’s awards. 


The 1988 essays were notable for their 
high quality, thereby complicating the 
task of the judges. Among college 
students, the $200 prize for best essay 
was awarded to Ms. Roxanne Bezjian of 
Albany, CA, who submitted an absorb- 
ing sketch of a trip to Armenia and 
Georgia, which included a_hard-to- 
arrange interview with the well-known 
Armenian film director, Sergei Parad- 
janov. In second place ws Ms. Pamela 
Young of Braintree, MA, with a clear and 
comprehensive analysis of the current 
Karabagh issue. Selected for Honorable 
Mention was Ms. Katherine Sarafian of 
San Leandro, CA, whose analysis of the 
Armenian genocide included an eloquent 
appeal to Armenians to eschew blind 
hatred of all Turks. Also selected for 
Honorable Mention was Mr. Tyrone 
Baharozian of Livonia, MI, who wrote an 
appreciative and thorough survey of 
William Saroyan’s life. 

The winner of the $200 first prize 
among high school students was Ms. 
Anne Boyajian of Paramus, Nd, with a 
well-written, coherent, interesting and 
well-referenced survey of the Armenian 
genocide. Second place went to Ms. 
Christina Tusan of Fresno, CA, who sub- 
mitted another well-written essay on the 
Armenian genocide. Selected for 
Honorable Mention was Mr. Ara Kadeh- 
jian of Long Island City, NY, with a 
knowledgeable and perceptive descrip- 
tion of the Armenian people. 

This year's contest judges were Dr. Fred 
Assadourian, Chairman, and Mr. Archie 
Cherkezian and Mr. George Maranjian, 
members. 


REPORT FROM THE ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL SECONDARY 
SCHOOL IN ANJAR, LEBANON 
Among the schools that the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) supports is the Armenian 
Evangelical Secondary School in Anjar, 
Lebanon. The school has an enrollment 
of over 300 students in its kindergarten, 
elementary and secondary divisions. 
Nearly half of the students are housed at 
the school. About 40 children are either 
orphans or from destitute families; they 
are provided free room, board and 


Rev. Hovhannes M. Sarmazian 


schooling. 

In his report on the 1987-88 academic 
year, school Principal, Rev. H. Sarma- 
zian, is thankful for “all the financial and 
moral support our school has received 
lovingly and generously from friendly 
charitable institutions” Rev. Sarmazian 
relates the story of Raffi, now a sixth- 
grader. Raffi had been brought to the 
school from an orphanage. The school 
was told that Raffis mother had died in 
an accident and his father had died in 
prison. Several years later an aunt of Raf- 
fis was located in Damascus, Syria. Raffi 
was overjoyed. She took him home for 
Christmas and told him that his father 
was alive in Turkey but could not leave 
just yet. When Raffi spoke to his father 
on the telephone, he was so overcom? 
he could say only one word, “Father 
and since then he stammers. Needless t0 
say, he is waiting impatiently to go t0 
Turkey and see his father for the first time! 

Rev. Sarmazian concludes his report aS 
follows: 

“You have all been good angels in the 
sight of God . . . and we owe you much 
for what is accomplished, year in and 
year out, in guiding precious young lives 
to a full Christian education, versed in the 
light and truth of God’s word. 

“May our Heavenly Father bless your 
missionary efforts for His glory” 


SUREN AARONIAN 

Suren Aaronian of Medford, MA, was 
honored on his 90th birthday with 2 
joyous gathering of friends and relatives 


Mr : 
- and Mrs. Souren Aaronian 


at the First Armenian Church in Belmont, 
an on September 10, 1988. More than 
amily members, relatives and friends 
attended the event at which con- 
Statulatory remarks were made by his 
“ister-in-law, Louise Kazarosian; his 
rousin, Attorney Paul Kazarosian; 
eet Charles Aaronian; Grace Hartu- 
rg his daughter, Rosalie; his lovely 
Ne, Nevart; and Karen Kazarosian. 
chard Aaronian, his only son, acted as 
een of Ceremonies, and words of lov- 
see were also shared by his grand- 
S ten; Gaye, Gwen, Derek, Eric and 
am. 
Suren, a life-long member of the 
C AA, is active in the First Armenian 
urch where he has served as a 
Member of the Church Council, Building 
©mmittee and the Board of Deacons. 


REV. & MRS. JOHN MELKONIAN 
Oris and Arda, the two daughters of 
£v. and Mrs. John Melkonian of 
“sadena, CA, gave a surprise 25th wed- 
ing anniversary dinner at the banquet 
all of the Lake Avenue Congregational 
urch of Pasadena on September 30, 
os ite as an expression of deep gratitude 
‘Ne role their parents have played in 
sii lives. Over 110 relatives, classmates, 
€agues, former students and friends 
come to honor Rev. and Mrs. 
Onian. 
orga € program of the evening was 
of nized by Doris and Arda. The Master 
e€remonies was Dr. Haroutune 
8gherian, a relative and a well-known 
Ysician and writer, The high points in 


Melk 


~ AW 


Rev.cand Mrs. John Melkonian 


the evening program were: nied ee 
by Betty Kouyoumjian of the Se 
ed guests at the dinner; eee ee 
gratitude by Doris and Arda to ‘ 

or leading them in Christian }1 2 
and appreciation of Armenian exe 
olo by Doris; 4 couple of lovely 
solos by Angele Zeituintzian, meee 
panied by Seta Ahmaranian, ant ; 
presentation of the life of Rev. or ' 
Melkonian; reading of letters ro) oF 

gratulations by friends, including coe S 
The Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian of A a 
and The Rev. Moses B. Sethe aan “e 
ecutive Director of AMAA: ih - 
touching response of the couple he 
superb 25th wedding putea: oe 
and to the love and affection of 5° 


friends. 


parents f 


piano s 


The Sunday School children of th 
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e First Armenian Evan 


THE FIRST ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF 
URUGUAY : 

The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) actively supports, 
both financially and spiritually, 
Evangelical churches in South America. 
The following excerpts are from a recent 
letter sent to the AMAAs Executive Direc- 
tor by Rev. Obed Boyadjian, DDS, 
pastor of the Primera Iglesia Evangelica 
Armenia del Uruguay: 


“[ am grateful to you and through ots 
to the AMAA for the solidarity and help 
you are giving to our church and to i, 
| ask God to give me wisdom and ae 
ty to always improve my services to 2 
cause of the Gospel, and | request you 

for that purpose. 
Paeceentt our Youth Group ene 
a series of meetings to strengthen ee 
of friendship and cone a oe 
i u 
ees Seis cpl that the wise 
d his personali- 
‘ch is Christ. As in the 
God the 


parable © es that all 


Father always 


future. We 
sent and fa 
we believe in our 


gelical Church of Uruguay. 
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LEVON M. LEVONIAN 


America (AEUNA). He was also active in 


OBITUARTES 


Ley 
Thea Levonian was born in Aintab, 
rie ugust 8, 1907 to Dr. Movses and 
in'1999 ae After the death of his father 
nae “oh amily, consisting of his mother, 
Xitel and brother, were forced to leave 
ay anal cae to Aleppo and stayed there 
eventual , then went to Cairo, Egypt, and 
aml ea to the United States in 1923 
from High . Troy, NY. After he graduated 
Dod Mark chool, Levon joined his uncle's 
ere et business. 
ih ae married Blandine Hadidian, 
Dinky a 1986. 
ee orld War II, Levon served in the 
caper ae Corps as a Sergeant. After his 
uncles Se military services, he, with his 
rothers M rother, founded the Levonian 
. Rey eee ces and Processing Plant 
macy HE uve served as Secretary of the 
os ‘en until his retirement in 1973. 
Armenian ES an active member of the United 
roy, NY ongregational Calvary Church of 
the Ge acre he served as Moderator of 
uilding C Council, Chairman of the Church 
and Life eonunitiee, Church Treasurer, Elder 
ed ag awa He and his wife also serv- 
Church a ents of the Mr. & Mrs. Club of the 
5 Tr many years. 
the Re eves as Sergeant of Arms for 
ie ork State Assembly and Sealer of 
sve and Measures for the City of Troy. 
vansciec an active supporter of Armenian 
Otter al causes. He was a life-long sup- 
of the missionary outreach of the 
and had a long record of dedicated 
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politics and community services and had 


served as a Committeeman for the Rensselaer 


County Democratic Party. 

Funeral services for Mr. Levonian were held 
on September 9, 1988, at the United Arme- 
nian Calvary Congregational Church (UACC) 
of Troy, NY. Eulogies were spoken by Rev. 
William Hammann, Pastor of UACC; Rev. 
Karl V. Avakian, Moderator of AEUNA; and 
Rev. Moses B. Janbazian, Executive Director 
of AMAA, whose testimonial words, in part, 
read: 

“Mr, Levonian will be missed as a man of 
intense loyalties. He was loyal to his family and 
chétished a strong sense of traditional Arme- 
nian patriarcal relationship with his family 
members—uncles, brothers, sisters, relatives 
and nephews. He was loyal to his church and 


Levon M. Levonian 


own particular, unpredicta 


contagious passion and deep insight. 


“And, I 
believe, this was the reason why he had his _ 


ble and often un- 


conventional ideas about things, issues, pro- 


Armenian Christian heritage. He was a 
blems and events. Asa tribute to his insightful 


but his love for his 


f unique spiritual 
aterial 


businessman by profession, 
Creator made him a man © 
insight, who saw beyond the outward, m 
appearances and needs of his church and 
community. In a letter dated January 29th of 
this year, he wrote to me, ‘I am afraid we are 
putting the emphasis on money, thinking that 
money will solve our problems. | am sorry to 


say that money will not solve our problems 
-. what we need is love, vision, ideas and _ plays a part!’ 


and colorful personal 
some thought-provoking 
many letters written to 
AMAA over the years: 
‘The religious man is t 


historical setting. He sees 
the great whole, a larger 


dreams. 
“Doc, as he was affectionately called by his 


family and close friends, will be missed as a 
man of an incredible reservoir of knowledge 
about almost anything. He was one of the 


most well-read persons I have met. You could dreams. 
could have ‘Our problem is n 


in the hands 
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stands his life within the con 


‘Our non-involvement in po 
of opportunists who plac 


n about everything else. 
t on a million dollar 


campaign, and less emphasis on V 


ybpG Uunniwd 


f, ybwGf, ywinhr, qbp: 


UUPRLPUE 


ity, | would like to quote 
statements from his 
the officers of the 


he one who under- 


text of the larger 
himself as part of 


story in which he 


litics puts politics 
e their 


ision and 


ot our lack of an adequate 
but our lack of willingness 


Seryj 
the a as 2 Board member and Treasurer of have named any subject, and he : 
Menian Evangelical Union of North spoken about it with impressive knowledge, statement of faith, 
EEE 
sU.8Nhv PUBLEPIC 


Fy 
ch ee Pp Gop hhs, pubbpuy fr be piu yas 
Ree ps al pupeap, mirnbesnpish wh ws Sus toft opkiupiubp 
BE alee oe a unui p pep undapacfipeuukp wbbphacdh 
Ea ok), are nphylakpp: Uby Saghp wzpranutiprd 
ee Net abe upd unpehuekpp, PhS Pusu 
io Be any fits putinenphkp ae mp Shumuenpubp y 
ein a bi poeumpumparfipruibe , ushers perce Sats & 
Dine Brus hush TT a hd ae FY 
iiss ye pry pptimd Eh, Ehiqtgf husnncgusd Sunt hp 
quads . be ubpoeug. say een esr po sts usr is © pfimpep be 


to express our faith by our deeds? 

A remarkable man, indeed, whose friend- 
ship made us better persons, and his many 
and varied services enriched our lives, our 
churches, our community and our Christian 
outreach at local and national! levels” 


MIRJAN KIRIAN 

Mirjan Kirian, 64, of Fair Lawn, NJ, died 
on Saturday, January 7, 1989. Born in 
Cyprus, he was a graduate of the AGBU 
Melkonian Institute. He furthered his educa- 
tion in New York at the Baruch Business 
School, Pratt Institute and the Famous Artists 
School. Mr. Kirian graduated from LaVerne 
College with a BA in Business and Art. 

An active sports enthusiast in his youth, he 
was on the Pan-Cyprian Armenian Soccer 
Team and played with other Cypriot clubs 
While in Cyprus, he was a manager fs 
Eastman Kodak Company. 

In 1957, he married Vartouhi Margossian 

and two years later moved to New York City 
where Mr. Kirian was employed as Assistant 
to the Vice President of Display, Inc. In 1960 
he joined the staff of the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union (AGBU) where he served 
for the rest of his life as Executive Secretary 
for overseas schools and scholarships. In this 
capacity, he touched the lives of literally 
thousands of students world-wide. Apart from 
his staff position, Mr. Kirian had been 4n ac- 
tive member of the AGBU since 1945, 
heading various AGBU committees, serving 
as President and Delegate of local chapters 
and as Chairman of Alumni Association. 
A frequent guest lecturer at various func- 
tions, Mr. Kirian addressed topics on Arme- 
nian language, culture and education oppor- 
tunities abroad. For many years, he was an 
instructor for AGBU Armenian language 
classes in New York City and served as 
Superintendent of the Holy Cross Armenian 
School. He was often asked to help with the 
translation of articles and texts and was known 
for his dedicated services. 

As a faithful Parish Council member of the 
Holy Cross Armenian Church in New York Ci- 
ty and later at the St. Leon parish in Fair Lawn, 
New Jersey, he served as Chairman and 
member of Parish Council, as a devoted 
member of both church choirs, and as Chair- 
man of various assemblies and committees. 
In 1970, he represented St. Leon parish in 
Armenia as guest-delegate t. His Holiness, 
Vasken I, Catholicos of All Armenians. 

A member of Knights of Vartan Brother- 
hood since 1972, Mr. Kirian served as Com- 
mander of the Yerevan Lodge, editor of the 
monthly newsletter and delegate to the annual 
Grand Convocations. 

If addition to his many travels abroad, he 


Mirjan Kirian 

was deeply appreciative of the arts. His love 
for art was revealed through his own paintings. 
Exhibits of his works in oil included one-man 
shows at the Melkonian Institute in Cyprus 
and University of LaVerne in California. 
Together with his wife, he also managed 
Rosekeer Typesetting Services, which 
prepared publications in both English and 
Armenian. 

Noted for his many contributions to the 
church and cultural community, it was in 1979 
that His Holiness, Vasken I bestowed upon 
him the most prestigious honor of an en- 
cyclical, the Medal of St. Nersess Shnorhali. 

Mr. Kirian was a devoted husband and.a 
loving father. His family and friends realize the 
honesty and integrity he set forth in his work. 
Our Armenian community needs other public 
servants like Mirjan Kirian. 

He is survived by his wife, Rose; his 
daughter, Sosie, of Mahwah, NJ; his son, 
Viken, of New York City; his sisters, Srpouhi 
Manoukian and Ani Eudemishlian, both of 
Toronto; and his brother, Haroutiun Kiremid- 
jian, of London, England. The “‘AGBU Mir- 
jan Kirian Scholarship Fund” has been 
established in memory of this beloved servant 
of the Armenian people. 

The Board of Directors, the Executive Direc- 
tor and the office staff of the AMAA mourn 
the passing of Mr. Kirian, whose friendship 
and fellowship in the publication work of the 
Association will be missed sorely. We praise 
God for his life, dedicated services and 
wonderful testimony. “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord” Job 1:21. 


ANNA BOGHOSSIAN 

Anna Boghossian was born to Megurdich 
and Heghine Der-Sarkissian in 1894, in 
Severeg, Turkey. She was a year old when she 
lost her father, a victim to the Turkish 


massacres in 1895-96. 

Anna received her primary education at 4 
Protestant Mission School. She proved to be 
a brilliant student and the missionaries wel? 
most willing to provide her with a scholarship 
to further her education at a higher institution. 
Instead, her grandparents arranged for her 4 
marriage of convenience. So at the age of 16, 
Anna married Hovhaness Doghramajian- 

When the First World War broke out, An 
na’s husband was drafted into the army: In 
1915, Anna and ker children found them™ 
selves among thousands of other Armenian 
deportees, going through all sorts of atrocities: 
Anna lost her children, and if it were not for 
the American Missionaries, she herself wou 
also have been counted among the millio” 
and a half Armenian victims of Turkis 
massacres. 

At the end of the war Anna's husband 
returned home. However, the joy of this ¢" 
nion did not last very long. Anna lost her hus: 
band when he was killed thus leaving her @ 
widow with a two year old daughter (thelt 
fourth child). In the early twenties the Aint 
orphanage where Anna worked, moved !0 
Antelias, Lebanon. After a while, Anna als° 
lost her little daughter. Thus no one survive 
from her first marriage. 

A few years 'ater, Anna married a widowel 
Megurdich Boghossian, who had tw? 
daughters, Araxi and Marie, twins, from his 
former marriage. God blessed this family wil 
three more children of whom one son die 
right after his birth. Tragedy again struck An 
na when she lost her second husband after 
11 years of happy married life. From then on 
she was both mother and father to het 
children. She had to earn their living and 10 
provide for their education. Anna proved to 
be a good fighter against the odds of life. Sh? 
was proud to see her son, Hagop, become # 
medical doctor, and her daughters making g 
living for themselves. 

Anna came to the United States in 1966: 
and since then she had been enjoying the lov” 
ing care of her children and grandchildre” 
She is survived many trials and tribulations: 
Her last two years on earth were a period 2 
fierce struggle against her only enemy—death: 
After pushing it back a number of times, sh? 
finally succumbed, and committed her soul 0 
her loving God on June 11, 1988. She is sul 
vived by one daughter, Shakay; one so”: 

Hagop; two stepdaughters, Araxi and Marie: 
and six grandchildren. 


KEGHAM KRIKOR TAMZARIAN 
Kegham (Kay) Krikor Tamzarian was born 
on Feb. 2, 1912, in Malatia, Turkey, the son 
of Dertad and Youghaper Tamzarian. He was 
one of eight brothers and sisters. The family 
relocated to Kharpert, Turkey, and during the 


Kegham Tamzarian 
ern was deported to Aleppo, Syria. He 
te at Aleppo College and the American 
opened of Beirut. During World War II, he 
nae as a civilian employee of the British 
the ie forces. After the war, he emigrated to 
De has States and settled in Washington, 
ein n 1947 he met and married Alyce Far- 
ane of Fresno, CA. They were blessed with 

daughters, Karen and Kay Aline. 

ofegham loved life, and led a rich and ful 
a Along with his professional involvement 
. the architectural firms of Chloethiel Smith 
nd Charles Goodman, he was active in the 
f tTmenian Missionary Association of America, 
the pumenten Revolutionary Federation, and 
nights of Vartan. A devoted husband and 
panes he reveled in the time spent with his 
amily. He was also an artist, and he projected 
- ideas about architectural beauty and 
esthetics in so many creative ways. He has 
eft his architectural mark on numerous 
8°vernment buildings, such as the District 
Ree nouse, the fountain in front of the Na- 
See Gallery of Art, and the Reston plann- 

Community project. 

Kegham was a ntan of great intensity and 
€nthusiasm. He felt passionately about his 

‘menian heritage, his American citizenship, 
'S family and his friends. Whether preparing 
dinner for 8 or 80, chairing an organization 
°r an event, playing cards with his friends or 
ball with his grandchildren, he threw himself 
into the activity with every fiber of his being. 

In recent years, his greatest happiness deriv- 
ed from the families of his daughters and his 
Srandchildren, Yarra, Sam, Melissa, Gregory 
and Stephanie, who were his greatest motiva- 
tion for living. He is survived by his wife, 
Alyce; two daughters and their families; sister, 
Mrs. Louise Nazarian of Washington, DC; and 
a brother, Mr. Karnig Tamzarian of Montreal, 
Canada. 

The Tamzarian family has indicated that in 
lieu of flowers or other expressions of respect, 
Memorial donations be made to the AMAA 
for the “Kegham Tamzarian Memorial Endow- 
Ment Fund’. 


NESHAN BELOYAN 

Neshan Beloyan of Newtown Square, MA, 
made the transition from this life to Life Eter- 
nal on October 8, 1988, at the age of 87. He 
was the husband of the late Grace Beloyan 
and Rose Gallagher; and the beloved grand- 
father of Denise Rose and Deborah Grace 
Gallagher, and Mark Bedros and Stephen 
Avedis Beloyan. 

Funeral services for Mr. Beloyan were held 
on Thursday, October 13, 1988, at the Bel- 
mont Baptist Church. The Beloyan family has 
indicated that memorial gifts in remembrance 
of Mr. Beloyan may be sent to Belmont Bap- 
tist Church or the Armenian Missionary 


Association of America. 


BEATRICE KALAGIAN 

Beatrice Kalagian of Troy, NY, died on 
Wednesday, November 9, 1988, at Samaritan 
Hospital in Troy, after a brief illness. She was 
87. 


Born and educated in Troy, Beatrice was 


the daughter of the late Kalos and Zabel 
Nigolian Kalagian. She was a resident of Troy 
all of her life. Miss Kalagian had been office 
secretary for the Empire Stove & Furnace Co. 
in Albany for many years, retiring ten years 
ago. 

Miss Kalagian was an @' 


United Armenian Calvary 
Church in Troy and a Life Member of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA). Along with her late sister, Tabeta, 
she had established a significant Endowment 
Fund with the AMAA. Her generous bequest 
to the AMAA will further augment that Fund, 
which will remain a living testimony to the love 
Beatrice and her sister, Tabeta, had for Chris- 


ctive member of the 
Congregational 


tian missions. 


The AMAA Board of Directors eX 
tend their heartfelt condolences Ee 
the families of the deceased throug! 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 
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ARMENIA URGENTLY NEEDS OUR HELP 


The devastation and human suffering caused by the cataclysmic earth- 
quake in Armenia are of unimaginable magnitude. 


®@ Scores of towns and cities are destroyed . - . 
®@Tens of thousands of innocent children are orphaned... 
®@ Hundreds of thousands of survivors are left homeless. . . 


But the situation is not hopeless, and you — who share our concern fot 
the plight and welfare of the survivors of the earthquake in Armenia — can 
help! Your contribution cam make a difference! 


Armenia needs our help as never before. Consider how much more yo¥ 
can contribute in the rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts in Armenia. 


The need is great! The need is urgent! 


___ Fill in and mail this coupon today 


YES, | would like to share in the rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts in Armenia 


Enclosed is a check of $__ 
[ have already sent my relief support but also wish to contribute the enclosed donation of $= 


I pledge to contribute $ payable in the next __— months. 


NAME: bunt go 


ADDRESS: _ vjpeing es 2 


Make your tax-deductible checks to) AMAA-Armenia Relief and mail to: 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Profit Org. 

140 Forest Avenue U.S. Postage 

Paramus, NJ 07652 PAID 
Paramus, NJ 
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& MRS 0 ASLANIAN 


MR. . 
P. 0. BOK 3952 
VISALIA, CA 93278 


